
RALPH’S REVEILLE 

“No one is ever 

gone, as long as 

someone still has 

memories of 

them...” 

- Ralph Barrale Sr 
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www.stcharlescountyveteransmuseum.com at 410 East Elm Street, O’Fallon, MO 63366 

St. Charles County Veterans Museum 
We hope our newsletter informs the friends of the museum about events 

planned and Veteran stories highlighted at the St. Charles County Veter-

ans Museum.  

Opening Spring 2019 

Inspiring, informing and engaging the residents of   
St. Charles County to honor the memories of County 
Veterans who served the United States of America 

with patriotic valor 

How do you contact us? 

Email: info@stcharlescountyveteransmuseum.com 

Website: www.stcharlescountyveteransmuseum.com 

Google Voicemail:  636-400-7698 
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Ralph’s Dream 
Ralph Barrale Sr passed away on Oct 9, 2018 at the age of 94. Ralph 
proudly served his country in World War II in the United States Army. As a 
Veteran, he served in the 1st Army, 9th Army and 3rd Army under      
Lieutenant General George S. Patton. Ralph was stationed in Europe and 
landed on Utah Beach and he was awarded 4 Bronze Stars for his       
service. He returned home from duty to marry Rose and settled into     
civilian life in St. Charles County, primarily in Lake St Louis. He became 
very involved in our community and took on several high profile projects. 
Ralph was instrumental in getting the South Service Road renamed     
Veterans Memorial Parkway that starts in St Charles and goes across our 
county ending in Warrenton. He also was heavily involved in designing 
and planning of the Veteran’s Memorial Park in Lake St Louis. But his 
biggest dream was to build a St Charles County Veterans museum that 
would honor and tell the stories of our county Veterans. In a meeting one 
day he mentioned this to the O’Fallon Mayor, Bill Hennessy in which the 
Mayor responded “I think I have a building!”. That was all Ralph needed to 
hear and he was off and running. He reached out to various Veteran  
Organizations, City and County Officials and his vast network of family 
and friends to build a team of people dedicated to his cause to form our 
museum committee. This Museum Committee carries on with the charge 
to make his dream a reality with a proposed opening of the museum in 
April 2019.  
 
 

We need your help  
We welcome volunteers for this project, so if you have time, energy and a desire 

to help Ralph’s dream come true, contact us. We need additional committee   

members to help in planning and building exhibits, talking to Veterans and       

documenting their stories, developing marketing strategies, fundraising, opera-

tions and building projects and docents.  

 

Meet the 
Team 

Ralph assembled a dedicated 

group of Veterans and Patriots to 

turn his dream into a reality. But 

we need you! Contact us to      

volunteer—there is a special place 

for you in our organization.  

L-R: Jim Frain, Art Minor, Terri 

Violet, John Roth, Craig       

Stankovich, Ralph Barrale Sr, 

Mike”Taco” Sanchez, Carolyn 

Foushee, Dennis Wiss and Renee 

Essary. 

Other members not pictured: Eric 

Larson, Dorris Keeven-Franke, Jim 

Higgins, Dale Kling, Ralph Barrale 

Jr, Daryl Perkins, and Devin Ben-

ning 

Every Veteran Has  
A Story…. 

Ralph Barrale Sr 



It goes without question 
that virtually every home 
in St. Charles County has 
some type of Armed 
Forces memorabilia that 
was brought home by a 
family member. There are 
families who proudly   
display some of these 
items in their homes. 
However, we have 
learned from experience 
that most families who 
have memorabilia from a 
grandfather, a father, an 
aunt or uncle, a brother or 
sister, or their own      
personal remnants of 
their service, that these 
items are stored away in 
a basement or storage 
unit with the concern, 
“what do I do with these 
items? – I can’t throw 
them away and I wish 
that I could do something 
with them.“ 
This dilemma is exactly 
why the St. Charles 
County Veterans         
Museum was              
established…to gather 
and proudly  display the 
memorabilia of St. 
Charles County veterans 
in a museum close to 
their homes and to offer 
the opportunity for family, 
friends, students and all 
residents to see these 
items and learn the     
stories of the men and 
women who brought them 
home from their service 
to our country. 
We are already achieving 
success in gathering 
memorabilia, as families 
are honored that their 
loved ones will be            
remembered for their     
heroism and duty to 
country while in the    
United States Armed 
Forces…Please go to our 
website to see what we 
are receiving. 
 
www.stcharlescountryvet
eransmuseum.com 

Curator’s Corner 

Curator’s Corner 
You may wonder “what does the Curator do?”  Our procedure manual says “The 

curator will be responsible for the acquisition, research, and interpretation of     

artifacts. Curators cultivate donor relations, work with lenders, respond to research 

inquiries, sit on committees that create and maintain policies and procedures,  

create or contribute work to a rotating schedule of exhibitions, and conduct      

research on the collection which results in enhanced catalog records, publications 

(printed and online magazine, catalogues, blog posts, etc.), and engaging talks for 

the public. The curator  makes suggestions for artifact acquisitions, conservation, 

and deaccessions” . Which means I work with collecting the artifacts, researching 

their story, and how to best share that story in the museum exhibits. I created our 

catalog system, and with the help of Mike Sanchez, we have developed a        

database of our small but growing collection. We make sure that the items we 

have collected are stored in the best conditions possible. I have also been 

“collecting” the oral histories of our local veterans, by sitting down with them, and 

letting them share their story. Through a partnership with the St. Charles City-

County Public Library, who has provided the recording equipment, we have      

collected several oral histories that visitors to the museum will be able to enjoy in 

our mini-theater . These stories can also be used along with our artifacts, to share 

with tour and classroom groups, in the museum or the classroom. We are        

currently working on our “Second World War”  exhibit which features the “story” of 

twelve veterans from St. Charles County. These Veterans served in several     

theaters, and several different military branches. Each veteran has a unique story 

to share, one which will be told with honor for his service. Some who served were 

with the troops that liberated Dachau Concentration Camp and some were      

stationed at home as support for our men overseas. Together they share the story 

of the world at war, an event that changed the political alignment and social    

structure of the globe. If you have a family item that you would like to share, or a 

story to tell, please let us know. You can email us or call us. Check out our      

Facebook page and our website. We have a tiny bit of paperwork, and then your 

Veteran’s story can be shared with young and old, veterans and patriots          

everywhere. Let us know if you would like to visit and learn more about  the St. 

Charles County Veterans Museum.  
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Contact Us 

Give us a call for more information 

about donating or volunteering 

St. Charles County Veterans   

Museum 

410 E Elm St  

PO Box 410 

O’Fallon Mo 63366 

(636) 400-7698 

info@stcharlescountyveteransmuseum.com 

Visit us on the web at 
www.stcharlescountyveteransmuseum.com 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 
The museum volunteers are working hard to make Ralph’s dream come true, 

but we need your help. We will have Volunteer work days each month at the 

museum, so please hold the first Saturday of each month available  to come 

and help us out. We need all skill levels so everyone can help. 410 E Elm St 

O’Fallon 

 

 

The museum would not be possible without the generous donations we have received so far. Thank you to the  

following companies , organizations and individuals for the generous donation of money or their time.  

 

Renee Essary Allstate Agency    VFW Post 10350 Lake St Louis   Knights of Columbus 2620 

American Legion Post 323 Wentzville VFW Post  5077 O’Fallon     Eastern Star 

American Legion Post 313 St Peters  Matthew Swanson in Honor of John Swanson 

American Legion Post 312 St Charles AmVets Memorial Post 106 St Peters  O’Fallon City Council 

Dale Kling         Wayne Stoehner        Robert Barnard 

Regis Boyle         John & Mary Scheble      Roger Graham 

Donald & Jacquline Schappe    Glen & Svea Olson       Ramon & Delors Bear 

JL Flunn          Norman & Joyce Sucher     Pitman Funeral Home 

Hillard & Marcella Gordon     James & Marietta Schaefer     Richard & Darlene Nichols 

George & Betty Vogt      Jon & Amy Estill        Daniel & Staci Huth 

Jamie & Anthony Barrale     Dale & Carol Merz       Glen Backs 

Green Lantern        Gary & Carolyn Torlina      Robert & Penny Flowers 

Roger & Wendy Reynolds     Jeannine & James Schmitz    John & Jeaneen Craig 

Linda Wilmes        FISHCO Group Tom Fisher     Fred Weber Inc Pat Larkin 

Lowes O’Fallon        Dean Ripple         Lowes Wentzville 

Mike Leonard        City of O’Fallon        Gary Kasten Electric 

Bill Drugger         Tom Buss         Home Depot’s of St. Charles County 

John Roth         Steve Naugher        Focus On Publishing     

  

EVERY VETERAN HAS A STORY  

WORK DAYS: 

Dec 1 2018 8-5pm 

Jan 5 2019 8-5pm 

Feb 2 2019 8-5pm 

Mar 2 2019 8-5pm 

https://stcharlescountyveteransmuseum.com/

